Methods-Cohort analysis of 540 deaths during 1993 Overall, the quality of perinatal and infant necropsies in Wales was below the desired standard in 46% of cases. In two comparable reviews of perinatal cases in the West Midlands and in East Anglia, similar results have been found with, respectively, 44% and 48.3% of necropsies below standard.412 These authors used a similar method of assessment to that used in our study, with the quality of the necropsy report rather than the examination being evaluated. Nevertheless, we believe that this method gives an acceptable means of assessing the quality of the postmortem investigation.
In our study the quality of necropsies varied considerably according to the timing of the death. The highest quality was seen in therapeutic and spontaneous abortions, with only 12% of reports failing to achieve the minimum acceptable score; the majority of these cases were examined in a regional paediatric pathology centre. By comparison, in 65% of stillbirths the necropsy was below standard, which suggests that a careful postmortem examination is perceived as a low priority in this group. This perception would not be supported by our data as in our study the postmortem examination revealed the cause ofdeath in 14% of stillbirths. Furthermore, we have confirmed our previous finding that in perinatal and infant deaths in general,5 and in fresh stillbirths in particular, the cause of death is significantly more likely to be revealed by a high quality postmortem examination. This supports the findings of Porter and Keeling6 who reported that in 60% of necropsies performed by a paediatric pathologist, new information was revealed by the examination, and that in 20% histological examination led to the correct diagnosis. The importance of the quality of the necropsy is emphasised by the finding that the quality score was significantly higher in those cases where new diagnostic information was obtained than in cases where no new information was found.
The quality of necropsies in infant deaths has not been reported previously. In 48% of these cases the postmortem examination failed to achieve the minimum acceptable score. The lowest quality was in SUID cases where 68% were below standard. This is perhaps the most disturbing of our 
